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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
To serve the needs of gardeners in 
Ozaukee County by providing university 
research-based horticulture information 
and educational opportunities designed 
to supplement programs of the 
University of  Wisconin - Extension 
(UWEX). 
To promote understanding of 
responsible gardening practices and 
provide a link between the community 
and UWEX. 
To develop and increase horticulture 
knowledge  for all Master Gardeners, 
thereby providing effective horticultural 
resources and expertise for Ozaukee 
County residents.
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Four Good Reasons to Attend an 
International Master Gardener 
Conference  
By Cindy Behlen, Ozaukee Master 
Gardener Volunteeer 

While visiting a friend in Corvallis, 
Oregon in spring of last year, we visited 
a local farmers market.  In the midst of 
this delightful April outdoor event, I 
discovered a large display of local 
Master Gardener booths.  Each was 
created and attended by a Master 
Gardener trainee fulfilling requirements 
to provide face-to-face public education 
for a MINIMUM of 46 hours! This 
began my interest in exploring other 
Master Gardener programs around the 
country.  The next big discovery was 
that Oregon State University Extension 
and Oregon Master Gardeners (also 
known as OMG) would be hosting the 
2017 International Master Gardener 
Conference in Portland on July 10-14!  
Since I absolutely love the Pacific 
N o r t h w e s t , t h e s e t w o s e e d s 
germinated into my recent trip to 
Por t land to a t tend th is year ’ s 
Conference.

These were MY initial reasons to 
attend, but I now can break down the 
entire experience into FOUR basic 
reasons ANYONE who is a Master 
Gardener should at least consider 
attending the next conference in 2019.

Reason #1: NETWORKING

Final registration for this conference 
was 1,294 avid gardeners, the theme 
of which was Follow the Oregon Trail to 
Great Gardening. Attendees converged 
on Portland from the furthest reaches 
of the United States (including 25 from 
Hawaii and 4 from Alaska), as did 1 
from South Korea and 16 from Canada. 
One woman I met was actually from 

London, but currently living in 
California and establishing her 
fledgling business – she will guide 
British countryside garden tours that 
include accommodations at English 
castles and estates. Quite a number 
of at tendees traveled solo to 
participate in this event (as did I), but 
departed with many new friendships. 

Cindy Behlen will talk about her 
attendance at the International 
Master Gardener Conference at 
our General Meeting, Thursday, 
September 28, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the auditorium of the Ozaukee 
County Administrative Building.

Plenty of opportunities were woven 
into the structure of this conference 
to allow ample time to get to know 
other Master Gardeners and learn 
how their associations run programs.  

The week began with an orientation 
for attendees, as well as an evening 
“Taste of Oregon” opening reception. 
While I moved from table to table and 
listened to the live band that played 
Zydeco Blues, I discovered members 
of our neighbor ing Southeast 
Wisconsin Master Gardeners group 
(which encompasses Milwaukee and 
Waukesha counties) who relayed that 
they had won 1st Place in the Search 
for Excellence category of Special 
Needs!  Their project is entitled 
“Gardening for L i fe” which is 
organized through their Lifelong 
Gardening Committee. What a 
wonderful discovery! To learn more 
about their award-winning program, 
please visit fyi.uwex.edu/sewmg/
life-long-gardening/ 

(Continued on Page 4) 

Have you submitted 
your hours and dues 
for the year?  For 
details, see our 
President’s Message 
on Page 2. 
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President’s Message
I live in the southeast corner of 
Ozaukee county where we had a 
perfect rain-fall season, if there is 
such a thing as perfect moisture! 
Every time it started to dry up, we 
would get another inch of rain.

A lot of my spare time this year has 
been spent on estab l ish ing a 
community garden in southeast 
Ozaukee County. We hope to get  
some of the senior care facilities in the 
area involved. Seeking support from 
grants, donations and labor has been 
extremely rewarding. And all the leg 
work and hours of visiting other 
gardens and working with neighbors 
and local organizations has given new 
meaning to our garden’s theme of 
“Making God’s love real . ” I ’m 
especially proud of the two elevated 
garden beds that were donated for the 
project. (See photo, left.) 

A reminder now on hours and 
dues: Fall is the time for all Master 
Garden volunteers to start compiling 
their volunteer hours: you must have 
24 volunteer hours, with 10 hours from 
our core projects and another 10 
hours of educat ion. F i rs t -year 
members do not have to worry about 
education hours.  When you get the 
forms all filled out, do not be like me 
and forget to send in your dues check 
($20). 

I’m sure when we tally up our hours; 
we’ll confirm how much good we have 
done for our communities this year.

- Jim Layton, OMG President

Ozaukee Master Gardeners
2017 Officers and Executive Board 

Members
President             Jim Layton  
President Elect    Roseann St. Aubin  
Past President     Jerry Nelson  
VP Operations Committee   Erin Schanen 
VP Project Committees          Cindy Behlen
Community Garden Resources    Mary Reilly-Kliss 
Treasurer     Joy Schultz
Secretary     Kay Krier 
Members at Large    Marion Kanack, Mary Ingles  

Ozaukee Master Gardener Committees 
Advocates Shelter -  Kuhefuss House - Lasata - 
Ozaukee County Fair - Pioneer Village - Heirloom Plant and Herb 
Sale - Port Washington Triangle Garden - Tendick Park - 
USS Liberty Memorial Public Library - Washington County Community 
Gardens -  Webster School - Membership - Newsletter- Education - 
Publicity - Website - Yard & Garden Line 

Read more on our website http://ozaukeemastergardeners.org/ 
Once online, click on “Our committees” to get the full descriptions, as well 
as email addresses for the committee chairs. 

An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin Extension provides equal 
opportunities in employment and programming, including Title IX and ADA 
requirements. Please make requests for reasonable accommodations to ensure 
equal access to educational programs as early as possible preceding the scheduled 
program, service or activity.

The two elevated garden beds 
donated to a new community 
gardening project launched by 
OMG President Jim Layton.  The 
beds were donated by Victory 
Garden Initiative and the Mequon-
Thiensville Sunrise Rotary. 
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Important Dates
Sept 28 - General Monthly Meeting; 
Topic: International Master Gardener 
Conference, 7:00 p.m.

Oct 26 - General Monthly Meeting; Topic: 
Urban Eco-Friendly Gardening, 7:00 p.m.

All monthly meetings are held in the 
Auditorium of the Ozaukee County 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g i n P o r t 
Washington. 

NOTE: There are no general monthly 
meetings in May, July or November. We 
may schedule one for December; please 
stay tuned!

More events, including work sessions at 
our project gardens and committee 
meetings, are listed online on the 
Ozaukee Master Gardeners’ website. 
http://ozaukeemastergardeners.org

Holy Cow!  It was a Great Year to be at the Fair!
Mary DeLuca, County Fair Booth Coordinator; Ozaukee Master Garden Volunteer  

What a great year to be at the Ozaukee County Fair! This year’s fair booth 
proved to be very successful. 

The fair ran from Wednesday, August 2nd through Sunday, August 6th.  Our 
theme this year was “Native Plants of Wisconsin” and was very well received 
by those who visited our booth.  Volunteers reported a large number of 
visitors over the five-day duration of the Fair.  There were many questions 
regarding plant diseases and identification of native plants.  Some of our 
visitors were surprised by our display of native plants, saying “I have that 
plant but didn’t know it was a native.” There were mini-horticultural handouts 
and native plant flyers available for our visitors to take home with them.   

Many of our members stepped up to the plate when it was at first difficult to 
procure native plants for the display and donated plants from their own 
gardens.  There were more than a dozen plants displayed. They included  
Joe Pye Weed, Great Blue Lobelia, Liatris, Jacob’s Ladder, Solomon’s Seal, 
Brown Eyed Susan, Pale Purple Cone Flower and Cup Plant. (See photo, 
below.) 

The door prizes were prominently displayed and drew many onlookers to 
come in and view our booth. There was a drawing each day.  Two of our 
volunteers donated prizes. Richard Voigt donated three digital art prints. Bill 
Greymont provided a hand-made bird feeder.  Many thanks to both of them.  
Another door prize included a $50.00 gift certificate to Johnson’s Nursery in 
Cedarburg. The grand prize was a five-hour Landscape Architect 
Consultation, courtesy of Treetops Landscape Design in Grafton. The winner 
of the grand prize was a Belgium resident. 

Kudos to the committee members who worked diligently to bring everything 
together.  They were instrumental in the success of the Fair booth.  In total, 
more than 43 Ozaukee Master Gardener volunteers gave their time to staff 
approximately over 70 hours at our booth.  A big thank you to all of them!  

Photos of the native plant display, and the OMG booth at this year’s 
Ozaukee County Fair. 

http://ozaukeemastergardeners.org
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(Conference, from Page 1) 

The conference allowed an 
ample 45 minutes between educational 
sessions and 1.25 hours for lunch, 
which was an amazing sit-down event 
at tables accommodating 8 diners 
each.  Again, this allowed for time to 
chat with others, and learn about what 
is going on across the country and 
beyond in the world of Master 
Gardeners.  I learned that volunteer 
hour requirements vary greatly from 
reg ion to reg ion, as does the    
requirement of face-to-face education 
hours at such public events as farmers 
markets, fairs, etc.  One group requires 
70 such hours of their trainees, and 
then it drops down to 40 hours per year 
once they have become official MG 
members. Another group charges a 
training fee plus an extra $50 fee that 
is refunded when they complete their 
initial volunteer hours. They find it to be 
an incentive for not dropping out after 
the training classes are complete. I 
learned about a variety of fundraisers, 
the most unique of which is a 
Valentine’s Day fundraiser where 
Master Gardeners come into a 
participating flower shop for the day, 
help assemble flower arrangements 
that have been ordered, and then 
deliver them for the flower shop.  The 
shop in turn donates a percentage of 
t h e i r p r o c e e d s t o t h e M a s t e r 
Gardeners.  And, of course, I spent 
time with Mike Maddox, Susan Mahr 
(The Volunteer Vibe), and others 
representing the state of Wisconsin.

Reason #2:  EDUCATION

So much to learn; so little time!  There 
were 5 concurrent sessions running 
three times per day for three days, of 
which we could only choose one 
session per time slot.  How does one 
pick three sessions out of 15 each day 
(for a total of 9 sessions)? The three 
keynote presentations were well-
seasoned presenters and authors of 
books on their topics, and everyone 
had the opportunity to listen to their 
presentations.  Add it up, and I logged 
12 hours of continuing education units 
at this one event.  I chose topics that 
were not only for personal benefit 
(such as Photographing Your Garden 
Through New Eyes), but also some 
that I hoped would offer useful 
information to share with our Exec 
Board and committee chairs.  

Two sessions that filled the room were 
V o l u n t e e r R e c r u i t m e n t a n d 
Implications for Master Gardener 
Volunteer Motivation and Retention.  
This sparked conversation between 
a t tendees who have common 
concerns.  

If you have interest in the variety 

of session topics that were offered,
go to www.blogs.oregonstate.edu/
2017imgc/ and click on Confirmed 
Speakers.  If the speakers submitted 
them, you may also be able to 
download their session notes.  
 
An additional source of education is 
attending the Search for Excellence 
presentations, which honors the best 
of the best Master Gardener 
projects, both by national and 
internationally participating groups.  
It is amazing what can be learned 
from other successful Master 
Gardeners, and what a wonderful 
way to recognize outstanding work!  
First place winners in each category 
prepared a 4-minute video about 
their projects, and all were more than 
willing to share their knowledge and 
experience.

Reason #3: EXPLORE A NEW 
AREA OF THE COUNTRY  

These conferences are structured so 
everyone can have a wonderful 
vacation experience in the midst of a 
learning environment.  We had 
opportunities to participate in several 
organized tours while in Portland, 
including a pre-conference 3-day 
tour called “A Land of Volcanoes”.  
There were several full-day and half-
day tours during the conference, 
each focusing on a different theme, 
and each quite enjoyable.  Trips 
were organized to the Portland 
Japanese Gardens (rated one of the 
top two in the country), International 
Rose Test Gardens, the Lan Su 
Ch inese Garden (comp le te ly 
different from the Japanese garden), 
Mt. Hood, Columbia River Gorge, 
and so much more. 

I decided to explore the gardens on 
my own, but take the guided Lloyd 
Eco-District Walking Tour.  It was 
fascinating to learn and see first-
hand how even large cities can unite 
the e f fo r ts o f bus inesses to 
implement green practices on a large 
scale.  Home and business 
compostable kitchen scraps are 
collected in special receptacles 
found in public locations (including 
t h e c o n v e n t i o n c e n t e r ) a n d 
transported to a large, commercial-

At the Conference: Winners of 1st Place 
Search for Excellence in the category of 
Special Needs for their Gardening Through Life 
program. Southeastern Wisconsin Master 
Gardeners are Liz Burke, Marilyn Cech, and 
Anne Harvieux, with the presenter Tom 
Bewick.

One of the Oregon Conference sessions was 
called “Photographing Your Garden Through 
New Eyes.” 
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(Continued from Page 4) 

sized composting facility.  There 
are rain gardens surrounding 
businesses, and rainwater is 
d iver ted to recessed f lower 
gardens along roadways. There are 
charging stations for electric cars, 
and parking lots designed for 
bicycles.  It can be done!

   
In 2013 the Arkansas Master 
Gardeners hosted an Alaskan 
Cruise, and Iowa sponsored the 
2015 conference in Council Bluffs.  
In 2019, the conference will be held 
June 17-21 at the Valley Forge 
Casino & Resort.  Located near 
Philadelphia, which is known as 
America’s Garden Capital, there 
will be the opportunity to explore 
over 30 public gardens within 30 
miles of the city, and trips are being 
arranged to visit these fabulous  
gardens.  They have a lso 
announced that a trip is being 
organized to view some unique 
Amish gardens of the Pennsylvania 
Dutch.  It will be a wonderful 
opportunity to combine education 
with a beautiful vacation.

R e a s o n # 4 : S H A R E 
EXPERIENCES WITH LOCAL MG 
FRIENDS

I cannot emphasize enough that 
there is so much to be learned by 
attending these well-organized 
conferences. Due to the wide 

variety of MG group memberships 
(I spoke to some who are in 
memberships of over 600), it is 
clear that what works for some 
groups may not be possible for 
others.  The goal is to gather 
information, brainstorm how to look 
beyond how we have always done 
things, and consider implementing 
new ideas.   

Perhaps it’s time to “tweak” new 
ideas into real possibilities for our 
area of the country, group size, 
budget, and a myriad of other 
factors.  How can we recruit and 
retain new volunteers?  How do we 
keep our projects in line with our 
c o r e m i s s i o n o f p r o v i d i n g 
hort icul tural information and 
education?  What opportunities are 
we missing? Can we bring in a 
more diverse membership in order 
to serve a need in our community 
that we are currently missing?  Are 
we too comfortable to move 
forward, or are there incentives to 
“think outside our box”?  These are 
all questions that were raised by 
attending this thought-provoking 
conference.

So who is with me?  Valley Forge, 
Pennsylvania or bust!

- Cindy Behlen 

Above and left, more photos from Cindy 
Behlen’s trip to Oregon for the International 
Master Gardener Conference and associated 
tours in July. 

Editor’s Note: 
Cindy Behlen was the first recipient of the 
OMG Volunteer Grant Program. For more 
information on the OMG Volunteer Grant 
Program, visit our OMG website for the 
guidelines and a form.  Click on “About Us” 
 ->   “Forms for Members”  ->  “Member 
Scholarship Grant Application.”  
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The Hosta Heist
J e n n a S m i t h , O z a u k e e M a s t e r 
Gardener Volunteer
 
We all do it.  We identify plants we 
admire as we experience lawn after 
lawn, neighborhood by neighborhood.  
Me?  I identify most of my favorites 
while walking my dogs.  And recently I 
came upon a magnificent specimen 
while walking through downtown 
Cedarburg. 
 
I t was a hos ta .   A beau t i fu l , 
variegated, giant hosta.  Luscious 
ribbed leaves.   Rich vibrant grey-
green in the center with lime green 
along the edges.  Without a second 
thought I knew I needed this hosta for 
my own.   Every evening I would walk 
by the hosta and review methods of 
capture taking place under the cloak 
of darkness.  It’s true.  My crime would 
be pre-meditated.
 
It’s on the lot line between two 
businesses.  Nobody really loves this 
plant.  Who would notice if I took a 
couple of pieces?  Who would care?  
I’m doing them a favor—it needs to be 
divided.  I’m doing them a service by 
taking some!  How would I hide a 
shovel?  If caught, I could say my dog 
was pooping and I was “collecting” in 
the bushes.  I identified a coat with 
deep pockets that would best hide the 
“adopted” piece.  I had a plan.  I had 
the tools.  I was ready and I waited for 
the time to be right.
 
That Wednesday, I volunteered at the 
Ozaukee County Fair and in a 
moment of weakness (a bragging 
moment?) I shared my plan.  I was 
expecting high fives.  Instead I got 
looks with furrowed eyebrows.  Why 
don’t you call the business?  Sure, 
they probably wouldn’t notice but it’s 
the better thing to do.  I’m certain they 
would let you take some. 
 
Disappointed with that response, I 
tried again when I volunteered the 
following night with a different set of 
OMG members.  At the start, the 
response was a repeat of the night 
before.  But due to the rain, the booth 
traffic was slow and I had time to 
share the rationale of my thinking.  I 

lobbied, offered counterpoints, gave 
the presentation of the year.

I can see your point.  You would be 
doing them a favor.  Sounds like you 
have a solid plan.  My fellow 
volunteers contributed to my plan 
with advice after looking up the 
location using Google Earth.  I had 
encouragement.  I had a plan.  And I 
had high fives.
 
And I had guilt.  Yup… strong, 
mother-pointing-a-finger-in-your-face 
guilt.  So I called.  Got voicemail.  
And I got a call back. Sure, you can 
take a part of the plant.  Just do it so 
we don’t notice and clean up 
afterward.   Within 36 hours the deed 
was done.
 
And the hosta—three pieces of that 
gorgeous hosta—are now mine.  
And I wonder if anyone walking their 
dog by my yard late at night is 
noticing. 

 

   Ask A Master Gardener
Ozaukee Master Gardener Volunteers 
provide support to members of the 
p u b l i c w h o e m a i l O M G a t 
mastergardener@co.ozaukee.wi.us

OMG Yard & Garden Online provided 
these seasonal quest ions and 
responses.

Q:  Little white worms are appearing 
inside of our raspberries. Some online 
research seems to indicate that this is 
the larvae for the spotted wing 
drosophila. 

I've heard recommendations to apply 
sugar water solutions throughout the 
patch, picking the bushes clean, etc. 
But is there some kind of poison we 
could spray on them now and have no 
worms on next year's crop? Should 
we pull out all the plants?  

A: EEK! Don't pull out your plants! 
We all strive for perfection in what we 
grow, but the simple truth is the 
critters have to live and, as we all 
know, raspberries are a delicious 
delicacy we all appreciate 

Our weather this year has not been 
k ind to some plants and has 
unleashed what could be called 
“insect-o-rama.” We advise that you 
go  ahead and keep harvesting the 
berries. If you are washing them 
before using, usually the worms will 
come out of the fruit and you can 
dispose of them. At the end of the 
season, perform cleanup as you 
normally would. 

Next spring, as the raspberry buds 
are setting, try an insecticidal soap 
but do not use this spray once the 
fruit has formed.

Photo: Rodale’s Organic Life
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OMG’s 2017 Garden Crawl took us to Christopher Farms & 
Gardens in Sheboygan County. Beautiful weather and a 
scrumptious buffet awaited attendees, including Connie 
Baldwin and her daughter Cindy Docter (left) enjoying the koi 
pond in the Asian garden.  

Master Gardener Volunteers and their guests, as a way of 
thanking the venue for opening its gates to us, gave donations 
that amounted to $915 to Sheboygan Meals on Wheels and 
the Sheboygan County Fresh Food Pantry.     
We’re looking for a location for 2018’s Garden Crawl. If you’d 
like to volunteer YOUR gardens, please call Heidi Janous or 
Jean Schanen. 

Garden Crawl 2017 
The Christopher Farms & Gardens 



Eventually I won the battle but soon 
learned woodchucks do not like car 
rides. They are not fans of Led 
Zeppelin. In fact, when you turn up 
the volume they squeal even louder.  
Oh, and they spray.  The good news 
is that I now know what a woodchuck 
smells like so I can catch them before 
they do further foundation damage.  
Most of the time.

In March of this year, which is really 
early for them to be out, a very 
enthused one was quite intent on 
building a resort complex under my 
porch.  Without planning commission 
- or my - approval, the beast began a 
mining operation that a global 
company would find impressive.  I 
decided to smoke him out.  After 
finding a large, heavy rock to fully 
cover the opening, I used gopher 
smoke sticks. The package said one 
per gopher hole. Well, chippies are a 
tenth of the size of Chuckie so I 
decided six would be the right 
amount. I lit them, then dropped them 
down into the front desk area then 
covered up the hole and waited.  At 
first there was a bit of smoke but 
then, the stench of the smoke sticks 
started. Oh what a smell!  The smoke 
got really thick.  My neighbor came 
racing over in his socks carrying a 
length of hose hooked up to nothing 
to let me know he was calling 911 but 
wanted to make sure I was okay. I 
nixed the dialing and as I was 
explaining, he got a whiff and turned 
white as a sheet.  I am happy my 
neighbor has such a  good sense of 
humor.

Chuckie stayed in the hotel/resort/
hole an extra day, then emerged 
when he thought the coast was clear. 
I had strategically set the trap up to 
nab him on his exit and scored. I sent 
him on a trip.

I was Chuckie-free for seven months.  
A new one arrived last week. Let the 
games begin again!

At War With a Woodchuck
By Susan Kinas, Ozaukee Master 
Gardener Volunteer

Bravo to the persistent evil genius 
that keeps inviting himself back into 
my yard for feasts and ongoing 
surveying for new burrows and just 
generally making a nuisance of 
himself.  I call him “Chuckie”.  You 
may know him as Marmota Monax or 
more commonly, the woodchuck.  I 
g ive h im huge kudos for h is 
e n g i n e e r i n g m a y h e m , w i l y 
intelligence and super stubbornness 
to continue to fight the good fight.  

My first close encounter with the 
beast happened when I planted a 
container of pansies on my back 
steps.  I came home after a really 
harried day at work and could not but 
notice all were pulled out, the flowers 
eaten and the remaining plants lined 
up in a neat row for inspection.  After 
my initial round of bad language, I 
hunted for the perp, spotting him as 
he sat on a rock observing. I’m pretty 
sure he was laughing.  But, in 
addition to his love of pansies I also 
noticed his day of digging which 
resulted in a HUGE hole under my 
b a c k p o r c h .  F i n d i n g t h i s 
unacceptable, I decided that trapping 
the critter was the only thing to do.  
My uncle loaned me his raccoon trap 
and with a twinkle in his eye asked 
me what my intentions were after I 
caught him.  I figured we’d cross that 
bridge later.  After researching their 
favorite treats, I loaded up the trap 
with slices of apple neatly laid out on 
top of fresh cabbage leaves. From 
across the yard that I was mowing, I 
noticed the wretched, chubby brown 
critter making his way to the trap.  He 
climbed on top and glared at me then 
dramatically extended his front right 
paw with his beautifully manicured 
nail that worked great as a toothpick 
and used his front claw to spear his 
appetizers. He nibbled them down 
while keeping a close eye on me.  
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Zucchini Muffins
Contributed by Jean Schanen, Ozaukee 
Master Gardener Volunteer 

Very moist, easy to make muffins! 

Ingredients:
1 1/2  cup all-purpose flour
1 cup sugar
1/2 teaspoon baking powder
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon ground 
cinnamon
2 large eggs
1/2 cup canola oil
12 cup finely shredded 
unpeeled zucchini
3/4 cup chopped walnuts 
(optional)

Directions: 
In a bowl, combine the first six 
ingredients. Combine the eggs and 
oil; stir into dry ingredients just until 
moistened. Fold in the zucchini and 
the nuts, if you are using them.

Coat muffin cups with cooking spray 
or use paper liners; fill three-fourths 
full with batter. 

Bake at 350° for 22-25 minutes or 
until a toothpick comes out clean. 
Cool for 5 minutes before removing 
from pan to a wire rack. 

Yield: 12 muffins.



The Battle of Beetles and 
Berries
By M. Lynn Schmid, Ozaukee Master 
Gardener Volunteer 

This battle began in July when the 
first ripe, red raspberry appeared atop 
a raspberry cane in our garden.  
Moments later, the first predator was 
sighted… a single Japanese beetle 
with black, barbed legs and iridescent 
rust-colored wings.  I tasted that first 
raspberry; I drowned the beetle!

Our backyard vegetable garden 
surrounds a small 8’ x 8’ raspberry 
patch. The garden is normally a 
happy place with flowers blooming 
and herbs to smell and taste.  But this 
year, from July 4 through early 
September, it was a battle zone!   

Since I utilize organic gardening 
methods, I choose not to spray 
insecticides.   Destructive insects 
must be removed manually, and in 
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 Raspberry Simple Syrup… simply delicious

Contributed by M. Lynn Schmid, Ozaukee Master Gardener Volunteer

Ingredients: 

3 or 4 cups freshly picked raspberries (rinsed gently and drained)
3/4  cup white sugar
3/4  cup water

Directions: 

Combine ingredients in blender and puree for 30 seconds; simmer gently for three minutes. Cool slightly and strain 
out seeds. This vivid red syrup can be made into delicious smoothies using vanilla yogurt or ice cream. Drizzle over 
ice cream or waffles and top with whipped cream. Pour a tablespoon or two into a glass of icy lemonade.  

Note:  Divide cooled syrup into three or four (8-oz.) canning jars, allowing headspace for freezing. This delightful 
syrup can be FROZEN for three months, or refrigerated for one week.

insect class I learned the “dish-soap-
and-water” method for destroying 
Japanese beetles.  Some days, there 
were four or five beetles sitting on a 
single leaf; they devour so much leaf 
tissue, the plants will struggle to 
produce healthy fruit.  Often I 
des t royed more than FORTY 
BEETLES in a single day.  This year, 
the flowering stage was complete and 
green raspberries had formed when 
the battalion of Japanese beetles 
invaded.  To save my berries, I was 
forced to “seek out and destroy” the 
enemy!  

These battles usually were fought 
twice daily--to keep ahead of fresh 
battalions of beetles that arrived 
throughout the day.   Even if I didn’t 
encounter the enemy during my 
missions, I of ten encountered 
evidence of their destructive actions. 

They eat leaves between the veins, 
which is ca l led skeletoniz ing.   
J a p a n e s e b e e t l e s a r e N O T 
considered picky eaters, since they 
will devour foliage, fruit and flowers 
on more than 300 different species.  
Of course, roses and raspberries 
appear to be favorites of these 
beetles, so they attack unmercifully 
and cause co l la te ra l damage 
wherever they land.  If raspberry 
canes are left unattended during an 
onslaught of beetles, the leaves can 

be so decimated that the plant is 
weakened and cannot support much 
fruit.

A Japanese beet le (Popi l l ia 
japonica) has a voracious appetite 
and also emits a pheromone which 
will attract additional beetles to that 
area.  A feeding frenzy commences, 
and must be stopped if you wish to 
harvest berries for your table.     I 
was fortunate to harvest a few 
quarts of raspberries in July and 
August, despite the onslaught of  
beetles during those months.  

It was a hard-fought battle, but one 
worth fighting!     

                                                              



Ozaukee Master Gardeners Page 10

Newsletter Issue 2, 2017 Summer

My new darling, the Rex 
Begonia 
by Karen Rachum, Ozaukee Master 
Gardener Volunteer

In early Spring 2016, I was at my 
weekend job at the Grafton Home 
Depot Garden Center. I saw three 
plants that would spark my interest in 
the Rex Begonia. 
 
Two out of four would go on to occupy 
my drab winter windows in 2017. I 
p l a c e d t h e p l a n t ” J u r a s s i c 
Watermelon” in my coco mat planter 
in an east-facing window. This 
begonia, like its smaller cousins, does 
well in low light. “Jurassic Green 
Streak” went to work with me to sit in 
a west- facing window. This fellow 
soon rewarded me with white flowers 
and the maple-like seed pods. 

I soon found out that too much/too 
little water = sagging leaves. I 
compromised with a dribble each 
week, and soon we became fast 
friends. A saucer with some water 
underneath also serves to humidify 
the plants in winter. This prevents the 
leaves from becoming crispy around 
the edges.

To encourage the fabulous symmetry 
that the Rex offers, the gardener can 
prune occasionally. When the leaves 
are spent, they begin to fade. I usually 
prune in a clock-wise direction, about 
2-3 leaves per month. 

 To be classified as a begonia, the 
plant’s f lowers should grow in 
branching clusters. The flowers have 
modified leaves that encase the buds, 
called brackets. The same plant will 
grow both male and female flowers. 
The male has larger petals, but the 
female has a three-winged, seed-
bearing ovary immediately under the 
petals

I have become interested in learning 
t o p ropaga te t h i s p l an t . The 
microscopic seeds will germinate 
under the right conditions. I am 
currently drying the latest batch of 
seeds in the hopes that I can coax 
them to start in my mini greenhouse. 
More predictably, the Rex can be 
propagated through stem and leaf 

cuttings. 

The rex begonias of today are all 
descended from the Indian species B 
rex that was discovered in the 
mid-1850s. That B rex was crossed 
with other types of rhizomatous 
begonias to produce the many 
hybr ids tha t a re cur rent ly in 
existence. I watch my local plant 
stores like a hawk to collect more of 
these plants.

I have subscribed to a Facebook 
group called “Planet Begonia”. Many 
of the members live in tropical 
cl imates, where thesebeauties 
flourish.  But even in our cold WI 
c l i m a t e , w e c a n g a i n m u c h 
enjoyment while our summer plants 
are sleeping the winter away.

Karen Rachum’s Jurassic Green Streak is pictured at the top of the page, right.  
Another favorite begonia of hers, Jurassic Silver Point,  is pictured immediately 
above this caption.She added sweet potato vine to its container for contrast. 
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